
lr ,lo€ than 140.000 e*s of owrEn car€
lVlu," ouo-*a annuEllv. reDresent'c
more than 4% of al

Ova an 6ncer is the most lstha gynaecolo-oc

ma iqn.ncy. A€ these ovadan tumouls ca.E
be detected ert in fisir development, ltE.
account ior a disproportionate number of ia'E
€ners, being responsible for almosr half of !r
dsths lrom cancers of the female genital tic

Risk Factors
Older women €re more lik€ly lo devek
ovaian cancer than younger women. 901
of affected women are older th.n 40 y4
of Ege, with the highest sk group for th@
€ged 55 years or olde..

There are cenain traits thal make so-E
susceplibl-A than oters :

develop ovar an cancer. Thsse include cane
causing gene rnulations such as BBCA 1 ar
2 as caiiers oilhesegenetic mut€tionsharE
up to 80% of developing canc€rs. WolE
wiih slch genetic predisposiion have 1

hiqher ctunce of deveopng c.ncer with.
the r lifetrne and at an eadier age.

cer
ust Know

spread through her abdominal

resulting in lluid accunulation in
abdomen. As surgery was

to be of high risk, she stafted on

chemotherapy. After three

uid in her abdonen had

reduced and for her to undergo

surgery to remove the aftected

She is disease-free today.

Other risk factors include:
. A fi6t degree relative with ovar an ca@

and or dtect relatives with brsasr r

. A h story of brsst cancff or endometdE

. Ahistory of nfsrrility and/or use of assisE
reproductive therapies, such as in ft

. A hi{orv of usins hormons redacel'F
therapyforthe mEnagemenl of menoFe

lf ovadan cancs ls suspected r
comb nation of lhe fo owing tsns may !

. Pe! c eremifttion

. T€nsvasinal or Abdominal lllir€sounc -

. CT scans or MBI to see f th€ cance. z

. Blood tests includinS CA-125 to m6E
any elevaled b ood levels

. Biopsy, wh€€ a small amount ol tssc !
obtained for ereminat on und€r a miff@

Fighting

Whot Ever

Susan is a 46-year-old

E married with teenage child

She was presented with abdominal

bloating and thought that she had

on weight. She signed up for a

10ss progranne at a fitness centre.

Her fitness instructor advised herto
see a doctor when she vomited afta

e\ercising. She was later

with stage lll ovarian cancet
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